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Examination of Application #10/803,262 

1. Claims 1-37 of application 10/803,262, filed on 18-March-2004, are presented for 
examination. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2.1 Claims 1-6, 10-26, 28-33 and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The invention claims, in claim 1, "A 
method for simulating a stochastic discrete event system." 

2.2 This claimed subject matter lacks a practical application of a judicial exception (law of 
nature, abstract idea, naturally occurring article/phenomenon) since it fails to produce a useful, 
concrete and tangible result. 

Specifically, the claimed subject matter does not produce a tangible result because the 
claimed subject matter fails to produce a result that is limited to having real world value rather 
than a result that may be interpreted to be abstract in nature as, for example, a thought, a 
computation, or manipulated data. More specifically, the claimed subject matter produces an 
intermediate simulated result for each factor using the factor processing module provided for the 
factor, and logically combining the intermediate simulated results for all of the plurality of factor 
processing modules together to produce simulated results of the stochastic discrete event 
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system. This produced result remains in the abstract and, thus, fails to achieve the required 
status of having real world value, because simulated results of the stochastic discrete event 
system are not conveyed to the real world via a practical application and/or a tangible result. 

2.3 Furthermore, the Examiner respectfully posits that the claims of the present invention do 
not meet the criteria for a statutory process, because the claimed method is determined to be a 
method for mathematically simulating a stochastic discrete event system, converting one set of 
numbers into another set of numbers, whereby the method does not manipulate appropriate 
subject matter, and thus cannot constitute a statutory process (MPEP Section 2106.02). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 7-9, 27 and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Allowed Claims 

4. Claims 1-37 are deemed allowable over the prior art of record at this time, pending 
resolution of any rejections noted above, as the prior art of record does not specifically teach the 
claimed simulation of system dynamics of a stochastic discrete event system. 
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Response Guidelines 

5. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned (see MPEP 710.02, 710.02(b)). 

5.1 Any response to the Examiner in regard to this non-final action should be 

directed to: Russell Frejd, telephone number (571 ) 272-3779, Monday-Friday 
from 0530 to 1400 ET, or the examiner's supervisor, Kamini Shah, 
telephone number (571 ) 272-2279. Inquires of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the TC2100 
Group Receptionist (571) 272-2100. 



mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: (571)273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, Randolph 
Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314. 



Date: 20-February-2007 




RUSSELL FREJD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



